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The Heinemann Think History book is a valuable addition to any history departments stock. The colourful and well-organised chapters help teachers to deliver stimulating lessons.

The books are divided into 3 themes:

1. Revolutions, which covers agriculture, industry and suffrage.

2. Rights and freedoms, which covers Black people of America, The British Empire and Jews in Europe.

3. The changing nature of warfare in the twentieth century, which covers the first and second world wars as well as the cold war and the impact of war on civilians.

There are three or four chapters within each theme.  Each chapter begins with clear learning objectives, which are developed through the activities. The objectives are divided into content and method.  I was pleased to see that the foundation book had exactly the same content objectives, meaning that I could use both level books within one mixed ability lesson.  It would also mean that in a school which sets classes for history the different sets would follow exactly the same Scheme of work varying only the method by which that objective is achieved.

Each chapter consists of objectives, starter activities, excellent primary sources along with clear explanations, keywords, meaningful tasks and finally a plenary. The structure of the chapters means that I was able to dip in and use a starter or an activity or use the chapter in its entirety as a complete lesson.  Particularly useful was the broad range of primary sources.  The photographs are carefully selected, extracts from text and speeches are thought provoking in most cases, and the use of song lyrics (Billie Holliday in Black people of America in particular) was a source of great inspiration for my students.

The pages are colourful and eye-catching, text and pictures are integrated throughout and most pages have a keywords box in both editions.  My students were able to navigate the chapters with ease and found that they were able to learn from it independently because of the clear objectives and plenaries.

The tasks are similar in both editions of the book; the foundation edition is less demanding in terms of skill and is a little more directive to ensure that the students meet the objectives. I did, however, find that some of my gifted and talented did not find some of the activities challenging enough. The tasks are well varied to ensure that students do not find the book repetitive, and many of the activities provided excellent opportunities for assessment for learning. They clearly support literacy and numeracy with activities such as Venn diagrams, graphs and statistical work to support numeracy and extended writing identifying elements of a written text and highlighting bias to support literacy. 

I have used these books fairly extensively over the last term with year nine and have found them to be an enormous improvement on what we were previously using; they take much of the stress out of planning four part lessons.  The students have found the presentation user friendly and the key questions have provoked curiosity and provided concrete starting points. The books link well with QCA schemes of work but do not allow for much flexibility because they are so highly structured.  Having said that I think this is the only draw back of the books and I would highly recommend them.
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