Review of: Heinemann: Revise for Citizenship Studies GCSE, AQA

Preparing students for GCSE Citizenship for the first time I was keen to find an appropriate and accessible text book to support the revision programme.

‘Revise for Citizenship Studies GCSE’ is tailored to the AQA course. It is structured in sections similar to one of the models for delivery in the specification:

1. School, work and the local community

2. National and European citizenship

3. Global citizenship

The book, published in greyscale, includes revision hints and tips, ‘exam watch’ suggestions, action points and links to the ‘Heinemann Core Student Book’.

Each of the nine chapters begins with a bullet list of what students need to know. There are definitions, explanations and case studies. At the end of each chapter are 10 short questions structured to replicate section A of the exam paper and a checklist for revision to assist students in self-evaluating progress.

Towards the end of the book are chapters of advice and information about sections B, C and D of the exam. These include exemplar questions, answers and mark schemes. There are some very helpful examiners’ comments.

Faced with the text book alone students studying for this short course GCSE would be terrified by the amount of content they need to learn. It is a useful supporting resource to work in the classroom with elements that can be set as homework tasks. It is not a resource that I would buy a copy of for every student but one that I shall use alongside others and so purchase 2 sets for use across the year group. It must be differentiated for use with average and below average ability students, the heavily text based resource with few images or diagrams could prove intimidating and unstimulating for students with non-literacy based learning style preferences.

I would certainly recommend that those teaching this course should review the resource, place a few copies in the school’s learning resources area and have some copies available for classroom use. 
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