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A specification specific publication, as a humanities teacher this is not something that I am used to!  This course book published in 2002 is a valuable resource for schools teaching the AQA course and for those not currently accrediting students for citizenship. It is divided into 4 sections:


1. School and work and the local community

2. National and European citizenship

3. Global Citizenship

4. Citizenship Studies – your course

The first 3 sections are the main topics demanded by the specification.

The sections are divided into chapters and the chapters units. This enables the course to be taught sequentially by scale or thematically. The school has chosen to teach the course thematically and so I have dipped in and out of the book. The themes are Rights and Responsibilities, Decision-Making, Power and Authority and Participation in Citizenship Activities. I approached using the book in an open-minded way, deciding that I would pilot using Chapter 5 ‘Criminal and Civil Law’ with my year 10 group.

The pages are well set out, mixing text and images in a balanced way.  I was pleased to find that key issues are identified at the beginning of each chapter, posed as questions in a student friendly way. This enables the learning intention to be shared with students with great ease, either acting as a support to my main learning intention in a particular lesson or forming it completely.

Each unit contains information boxes that provide further explanations and examples of what is described in the main text. There is also a glossary highlighting subject specific terminology in each chapter; these are a good starting point for definitions that can then be more fully explained for many students. Case studies support all of the learning and arouse interest in the learners. My Year 10s were particularly animated by and enjoyed the discussion exercises concerned with the question ‘The Right to Live or Die?’

Questions for discussion, project work and questions requiring a written response have all been identified. These reflect the specification, however I found it necessary to differentiate the tasks to ensure that all students would experience success and challenge.

The fourth section provides advice for students on how to plan, undertake and reflect on/evaluate coursework. It also provides helpful advice about preparing for the examination.  An excellent support, I know this will be used extensively during coursework production and will be returned to throughout the course.

Overall

An interesting, well focused and presented text. A great find!

My students are enjoying using it and they are learning lots – I am enjoying using it alongside other texts and resources. I would recommend that you purchase this resource whether or not your students will be sitting the AQA exam. You will, however, need to differentiate the text and tasks to extend the gifted and talented as well as to ensure that all students can access the information.

Reviewed by: Mariéa Christodoulou, Tideway Community School, East Sussex.

