Heinemann: Citizenship in Action 3

The thought of a course book to deliver the citizenship curriculum at Key Stage 3 was something I was quite wary of until I obtained a copy of the Heinemann text, ‘Citizenship in Action 3’. My fears that a textbook approach, in parts 1-3, would make a subject that is intended to encourage active participation into a dry and content led experience quickly vanished. Instead I consider this text to be stimulating and interesting as well as carefully constructed to develop a range of skills in the learners that use them. The textbook series is matched to the QCA’s scheme of work and will support the work of specialists and non-specialists in planning courses appropriate to the students at their school.

Organised in six chapters I was drawn firstly to the sixth chapter ‘Reviewing your evidence – end of key stage 3 assessment’. It is based around the concept that students will have collated a portfolio of evidence (Citizenship Progress File) and includes activities that will support its production. There is a lot of stimulus material to encourage students to think broadly about their level of participation as a citizen within the classroom, school, local community and broader communities. It explores events, projects and visits. The advice is appropriate to a cross-curricular approach or separate subject approach with an emphasis on the importance of illustrating progression through the key stage. Although the chapter assumes that students will be at the end of Year 9 I would expect this concept to have been introduced early in year 7 and revisited throughout the course.  This chapter will certainly support teachers overcome the issues and struggle of assessing citizenship, something that has caused much confusion for many.

The range of activities included in each chapter encourages development of literacy, numeracy, thinking and ICT skills. This also ensures a varied approach to the learning experience and will enable interest and enthusiasm to be sustained. The resource draws on the Key Stage 3 Strategy to inform its structure with clear learning objectives in language accessible to students. There are key words and definitions throughout; I found these helpful when encouraging my classes to use subject specific language in their oral and written work. It was heartening to find a text that ensures extension activities are varied and exciting such as posters, teamwork and research involving members of the community.

From a Humanities point of view this resource can certainly be used in a cross-curricular way to enhance the learning in citizenship and other subject disciplines. Chapter 3 ‘Global Issues’ has a direct link to ESD in the Geography NC. Chapter 4 ‘What is conflict?’ compliments both the History and RE curriculum, Chapter 2 ‘Britain – A diverse society’ is a Humanities chapter with elements of Geography, History and RE combined in an integrated way. Although this textbook is better than many I have considered I would discourage its use as a step-by-step ploughing through the series experience!

This textbook has been contributed to by authors from Citizenship education backgrounds. The lively activities and excellent range of case studies contribute to making this a resource I would recommend to colleagues at least order an inspection copy of and seriously consider purchasing. There is a Teacher Resource Pack with CD Rom that accompanies the series; I have not seen these so cannot provide any comments on their usefulness. 
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