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Hitler and the Nazi State is a book I would recommend to students to use at home for further reading and/or revision. It’s probably more suitable for those studying at A2, but would also be useful to a particularly bright or keen AS student. There are some features of the book that would be useful for the History teacher, but I see its primary purpose as being a book for students.

The key word in the title of this book appears to be ‘state’, as it is included in 10 of the 11 chapter headings (for example The Terror State, The Propaganda State). The thematic approach to the chapters makes for interesting and focussed reading, and a particular strength is the use of overviews at the beginning of each chapter. Everything I would expect to see covered in a book with this title is there, but not always where you might expect to find it. For example, I tired in vain to find youth resistance movements such as the Edelweiss Pirates in the chapter titled Consent and Opposition to the State, resorted to the index where I still had no luck, and eventually stumbled across a brief mention under the heading ‘Young People’ in the chapter Society. In addition to the overviews, another useful feature of the chapters is brief biographies of key figures. However, there is no index of these indicating in which chapter they may be found, and these biographies may have been even more useful and accessible if they had comprised a section of the book in their own right. 

The layout of the book is clear, with good use made of heading and keywords (that can be found in the extremely comprehensive glossary) in bold type, bullet points and diagrams. Whilst clarity is important, I think a few more pictures to engage the reader and supplement the written information would have been welcome. The pictures chosen however are appropriate and include a good mixture of the very familiar and the slightly unexpected. The pages are slightly larger than A5. The advantage of this is that the book appears unimposing and concise. The disadvantage is that the text is fairly dense, and is probably inappropriate for students with specific learning difficulties, and those who are simply de-motivated by pages and pages of text, no matter how simple and interesting that text might be. 

I mentioned in my introduction that there are some features of this book that will be of particular interest to History teachers. The first of these is the inclusion of selected Nazi documents, which could be used as source material in lessons. The language used is particularly evocative of the period and situation and offer students a window onto ‘the state’ and its ideology. A document I would like to have seen here is a copy of the Nuremberg Laws, but the speeches, decrees, and memorandums present are a valuable and thought-provoking addition to this book. The second feature of this book of particular note for teachers is the inclusion of sample exam questions, complete with tips for answering them. Although there are no mark schemes (which give students an insight into what is expected of them) there is an exemplar answer provided, and this could provide a springboard for discussion on exam technique.

Overall, Hitler and the Nazi State is a well-written book, pitched appropriately for A level. There is a good amount of detail and I would certainly recommend it to students as a text they could use at home. The main flaw of the book in my eyes though, is the structure and organisation. Whilst all the information is there, it often lacks a chronological context, or appears in unexpected places. 

Reviewed by Rosie Vinson, Tideway School, East Sussex. 

